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Of the "WM 


ADMINISTRATION, 
as TO 
Foreign AFFAIRS generally, 
But particularly with Recaz to 
„ CC nm 


1ILLUST RATING 


The VIEWS of that ambitious Crown on all 
FLANDERS, from authentick Proofs; and ſhew- 


ing that His Ma JESTY? s commanding the Confede-" 


rate Army in Perſon, is the only Way of being really 
at the Head of the Confederacy, and of humbling that 
haughty hereditary Enemy. 


| In a LETTER to a Noble Lord in the Oppoſition, 
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An APOLOGV for the Con- 
duct of the preſent Adminiſtration, 
as to Foreign Affairs generally, 

but particularly with Regard to 


F rance, &c. 


My Lok p, 


Wn HOUGH I may eſteem 


, 
Do 


cy EH you as an Orator and a Writer, 


Bi cannot as a Stateſman and 
OSCAR : 
Wo me to be either an exceed- 


bad Engliſhman, You deſerve not the 
Name of the latter, if you ſpeak, write, 
and oppoſe from Motives of Ambition and 
Diſappointment, or to be revenged of either 
a Superior or Equal; nor to be ranked a- 
mong the former, if you be really of Opi- 
nion that we have not changed Meaſures 
with Hands; and that the preſent Miniſtry 
have not be hayed as became good Subjects 
and faithful Servants. 3 

| A 2 I might 
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I might here enter minutely into your 


Lordſhip's Conduct ever ſince you thought 


proper to oppoſe the Court becauſe you was 
not permitted to dictate there; but I chuſe to 
wave, at this Time, a Diſcuſſion which muſt 
give you uneaſineſs, and to myſelf no Plea- 
ſure. Beſides, I never knew any Good come 
of Expoſtulation with Men of your Com- 
plexion; let the Glaſs held out to them re- 
flect Objects never ſo truly; let it ſhew Fai- 
lings never ſo tenderly and obligingly, Self- 
Opinion and Reſentment ingroſs them too far to 
admit of Amendment from Reproof. There- 
fore, my Lord, deſpairing of your Converſi- 
on, I leave you in full Poſſeſſion of your Pa- 
triotiſm, and of the high Honour and Credit 


with the diſguſted, reſulting from it. I drop 


you as a Patriot, to convince you, or if that 
be impoſſible while you are infected with the 
Patriot Faundice, to confute you as a Stateſ- 
man. Tho' I ſhould fail to perſuade you of 
the Rectitude of our late Meaſures, I may 
have better Succeſs with thoſe whom your 
late Declamations hatli ſoothed into a con- 
trary Belief; and in our preſent Circumſtances, 


every Acquiſition of this Kind, is an Addition 


of Strength againſt the common Enemy. 
© YourLordfhip's Rank, Learning, and Wit, 
but more your Reſentment and Turn to Sa- 
fire, intitle you to Pre-emiinence among the 
Diſappointed, and qualify you for their Chief. 
Whilſt one more diſtinguiſhed, and far more 
5 | dangerous, 
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(3 
dangerous, lived, you held but the ſecond 


Place; but ſince he is no more, I know of 
none ſo well intitled to the principal Direc- 
tion of the Oppoſition as yourſelf, Even 
whilſt that great Man lived and guided the 
Reftive, many thought you better qualified to 
lead than him. It was urged, you were more 
learned, more ſteady, and leſs parcimonious, 
and had wrote as well as you ſpoke. But on 
the other Side, it was objected, that tho you 
ſpoke more learnedly, yet your Diſcourſes 
did not ſink ſo deep, nor made that Impreſ- 
ſion; and that, was you capable of Writing, 
he was more capable of heading on Occaſions 
of Danger and Importance. But, my Lord, 
that very great Man is gone, and you, whe- 
ther leſs or greater, which I leave to the De- 
ciſion of the Public, are his Succeſſor in the 
Command. To you then ought all Applica- 
tions to your Party be made; and to you 
therefore, I thought it proper to addreſs an 
Apology for mine. 

It has been the Admiration of many, my 
Lord, that one who had heretofore made ſo 
free with your Conſtitution, would or could 
undergo the Fatigues of the Field or Cabi- 
net as you have for many Vears paſt, but 
particularly ſince the Influence of the preſent 
Miniſtry, The H ge has conſtantly ec- 
choed with your Declamations, and the ex- 
tended Kingdom has rung with your Lucu- 
brations. There was not a Meaſure of the 

new 


(6) 
new Miniſtry that has not been ſpeeched a- 
gainſt within Doors; nor an Individual of 
them that has not been blackened and vilified 
without. A monſtrous Fatigue, my Lord, 


to ſpeak and write for ever; and the more 


ſo, for being obliged to have your Invention 
ever on the Stretch, as one muſt who has a 
bad Cauſe to defend, and a good one to de- 
preciate. 
I have often and really commiſerated your 
Lordſhip's Situation. Vou had Spirits but not 
Strength proportionable to your Undertake- 
ings; I mean bodily Strength, my Lord; 
for as for Strength of Conceit and Reſentment, 
no Mortal refufes your Lordſhip as much of 
it, as ever was imputed to Be or 
A e. You ſee what is already become 
of the latter from his over-eagerneſs to grow 
popular, and what is like to become of the 
former from over- acting a Part, which all 
the Nations deſpiſe him for attempting. My 
Lord, there are but certain Parts of the po- 
litical Drama ſuited to certain Capacities, tho? 
the Misfortune is, that oftentimes ſome Men 
imagine themſelves equal to all the Parts of 
it. Whenever it happens that a Leader of a 
Party, or one that would lead, thinks him- 
ſelf qualified for every Shape his Vanity may 
prompt him to aſſume, there is no End to 
his Labour: His 1 is one continued 
Round of Anxiety and Fatigue. My Lord, 
tho you are ſpritely from Nature, the Hurry 
of 
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of your Spirits and Perturbations of your 
Mind, are as viſible as the Emaciation of 
your Body, tho' all the luxuriant Stores of 


Nature are exhauſted to reſtore its Strength 


and Vigour. 

The lamentable Situation to which your 
Lordſhip has reduced yourſelf, I ſuppoſe, that 
you may be recorded in the Annals of Op- 
Pgſition, has moved my Pity. I am come 
therefore to your Relief, whilſt yet there are 
ſome Sparks of that Fire left, which I have 
often ſeen ſucceſsfully employed upon Trifles; 


whilſt yet there are any Remains of that ſar- 


caſtical Sprightlineſs which not long ſince 
ſhone forth fo elegantly in Defence of the 
Indecencies, Obſcenities, and Immoralities of 
the Stage; whilſt, in mort, my Lord, there 
is any of that Wit left, which enlivens tho 

it cuts, I would fain come to your Aid, and 
reſcue you from yourſelf, Should you go 
on in the Courſe you are now, it is impoſſible 
you can ſee the next Fall of the Leaf; and 
what a heavy Loſs would it be, next Win- 
ter, to certain noble young Orators, to loſe 
their Back and Buckler, to Coffee-houſe Po- 
liticians to loſe Saturday's Lectures, and to 
the Ladies to loſe the Patern of Dreſs and 
Addreſs ? 

In Pity therefore, not only to your Lord- 
ſhip, but the Multitude that live by you and 
upon you, and copy after you, I preſume to 
preſcribe to you, unaſked, and perhaps un- 
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thanked for my great Care and Cordiality. 
Whether or no I ſhall be fo lucky as to pre- 
ſerve a Life ſo precious to Society, I cannot 
ſay, but affirm my Method is the likelieſt to 
prolong it. For any thing I know, the late 
Suſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act has con- 
tributed more than all the Materia Medica 
to ſpin out your precious Thread to this 
Time; for conſidering the Occafions and 
Openings for two Months laſt paſt, if the 
Freedom of ixvelgbing and traducing had 
been unconſtrained as uſual, it is more than 
| probable you would have wrote and ſpoke 
yourſelf to Death in that Interval, Happy 
Reſtraint on an o erflowing Gall and un- 
bounded Licence! 

Not to keep your Lordſhip in ; Gi Sul. 
pence as you have, happily for yourſelf, been 
lately kept by Parliament, my Remedy is 
adapted to the Cure of your Mind only. 
Could I be ſo happy as to give Eaſe and 
Content to that Spiritual Part of you, I ſhould 
not doubt of - bridling that Tongue, and ſtil- 
ling that Hand which you employ too ar- 
duouſly on the Side of Oypſition. A calm 
and compoſed Mind contents itſelf with mo- 
derate Exerciſe, becauſe it ſees and judges 
without Prejudice; but a Mind diſturbed, and 
particularly ſhould it be by Reſentment and 
Ambition, ſeeing and judging every thing 
partially, runs into all the Extremes of har- 


ranguing 


(9) 


ranguing and Writing, which ſlackens and 
enfeebles all the Springs of human Nature. wa 
"Tis very probable the enſuing Campaign 
will be attended with great Variety of Inci- 
: dents, which may be improved by an able 
Pen to the Diſreputation of thoſe who are 
: leaſt anſwerable for Miſtakes or Misfortunes 
in the Field. And even ſhould Succeſs at- 
tend our Arms in every Step, yet a teeming 
Brain, ſuch as your Lordſhip's, may, by Side- 
wind Reflections, artful Inſinuations, and 
ſtrained Conſtructions, turn that to Poiſon, 
which ought to reſtore national Harmony 
and political Health. As the induſtrious 
Bee extracts Honey from the bittereſt Flow- 
ers, an induſtrious Writer, particularly when 
his Pen is tipp'd with Spleen and Diſappoint- 
ment, ſhall extract Diſcontent and Diſaffec- 
tion from the faireſt Actions, and beſt con- 
certed Meaſures that ever were. My Lord, 
tis to ſave you this Herculean Labour that I | 
approach you before the Campaign begins in 
Form. The preſent ſhatter'd Condition of 
your Lordſhip's Conſtitution won't bear the 
mighty Fatigues of writing the Nation into 
ill Humour, and a general diſtaſte of the 
Conduct of their Generals in the Field, and 
their Stateſmen in the Cabinet. You can't 
conceive how exceſſive fatiguing it will be 
to perſuade your Countrymen, that the Con- 
federate Army is beat, ſhould the Grand 
Monarch turn his Back upon the Field of 
B Baattle. 
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( 10 ) 

Battle ; recollect the infinite Labour it coſt 
you to explain away the Victory at Dettingen 
laſt Summer, and reſerve your Strength for a 
Winter's Campaign: Moderate Exerciſe, and 
Moderation in Diet, may recover your Con- 
ſtitution, by bracing up your ſlacken'd Fibres; 
but ſhould you exerciſe your Brain and Pen as 
immoderately the enſuing Summer as you 
have the laſt Winter, I pronounce you al- 
ready an Iahabicdnt of the Shades below : 
How great the Loſs to the buſy Swarms 
about this great Town, who live comfort- 
ably by retailing your Orations, Diſſertations, 
and Songs ! 

But we will hope you have had a Surfeit 
of vain, laborious Writing ; we will hope 
you are become conſcious of the Vanity of 
endeavouring to draw off a Nation from 
their Duty to a Prince, who governs by 
Law ; or from their Eſteem for a Miniſtry 
_—_ purſue the true Intereſt of their Coun- 
try: And, that you may be conſcious of the 

Latte, as well as Vanity, of ſuch a fruit- 
leſs Attempt for the future, I ſhall be at the 
Pains of laying before your Lordſhip a Sum- 
mary of the Meaſures of the preſent Admi- 
niſtration : As for his Majeſty, he ought to 
be entirely out of the Diſpute ; he is incapa- 
ble of Wrong : But was he otherwiſe, his 
Miniſters only, by your own Doctrine, are 
accountable ; therefore, I ſhall only confine 
myſelf to a Juſtification of their ag" 

| mee 
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ſince the late Change. Your Lordſhip is 
not to expect a minute Detail of their public 
Tranſactions ſince they have had the Direc- 
tion of Affairs; ſuch a Diſcuſſion would be 
needleſs, and would lead us both farther 


than we deſire: If I ſhew that their Plan 


was right, and that they wrought upon it 
methodically, and, I may ſay, ſucceſsfully, 
I think I ſhall have done all that is neceſſary 
for laying your Lordſhip's Jealouſy, and for 
inducing you to lay aſide your Pen, and bri- 
dle your Tongue for the enſuing fine Seaſon, 
at leaſt. | 1 
The Cry againſt the late Miniſter was, 
that he too paſſively truſted the French Pro- 
teſtations of Peace, and Moderation: You, 
my Lord, as all the late Opponents, and al- 
moſt the whole Nation, join'd in arraignin 
the too pacific Conduct of that Stateſman; 
you imputed our Subſerviency to Fance to 
his Puſilanimity, as well as the Loſs of Lor- 
rain, and Naples, and Sicily: In ſhort, you 
join'd in imputing to his Cowardice, or Un- 
willingneſs to embark in a War, the general 
Influence acquir'd by France all over Europe, 
before the Change of our Miniſtry: Vou 
complain'd the late Emperor had been aban- 
don'd impoliticly and injuriouſly whilſt living, 


and his Daughter moſt unjuſtly and impru- 


dently after his Deceaſe. 

Lhus ſtood the Character of that Miniſter, 
thus was the public Complaint founded 
V + againſt 


— 
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1 3 (12) 
| againſt him, at the Time of his being oblig'd 
to retire. I own I was one of thoſe that had 
complain'd in your Lordſhip's Company, and 
I take a Pride to own alſo, that I owed my 
Prejudice to that Miniſter's over pacific Con- 
duct, chiefly to your Reaſoning. 
But, my Lord, ſo alluring are the Charms 
of Truth, ſo powerfully does it actuate on 
the Mind, that your Reaſoning, ever fince the 
| laying down of the late Miniſter, has had a 
quite other Effect upon me, and moſt others: 
Whilſt you ſpoke and wrote on the Side of 
Truth you convinc'd, and made Proſelytes ; 
wuhilſt you condemn'd the too pacific Con- 
| duct of Sir R }/. „you were be- 
, | liev'd and follow'd : But ſince you condemn 
indiſcriminately all the Meaſure of your So- 
| vereign's Cabinet; ſince you condemn in this 
Adminiſtration, Meaſures which you wou'd 
have applauded in the laſt; fince yourReſent- 
ment prompts you to arraign a Conduct in 
the preſent Miniſters, which is diametrically 
| oppoſite to that which you cenſur'd in their 
Predeceſſor's; ſince, I ſay, you appear in- 
conſiſtent, and too much actuated by Spleen, 
you muſt not wonder that you fink in the 
Opinion of Mankind, and moſt in wine who 
know you beſt, 1 ug 
The new Miniſtry are anſwerable for po 
Meaſures anterior to their Influence in the 
Cabinet, ſo that all you and your Fellow La- 
bourers had ſaid concerning the Partition of 
the 


(13) 
the Pruſſian Bear-Skin, the Neutrality for 
Hanover, and the Vote to the preſent Empe- 
peror, can be in no Senſe applicable to the 
preſent Miniſtry ; therefore, my Lord, if 
you wou'd be thought as much a Lover of 
Truth and Juſtice, as you are of Humour 
and Satire, you will diveſt yourſelf of all 
Prejudice to thoſe now at the Helm, and 
take them up juſt where they ſtood upon 
the Diſmiſſion of the late Miniſter, 

Need I put your Lordſhip in Mind of the 
confugd, perplex'd Situation of Affairs, at 
Home and Abroad, when the preſent Mi- 
niſtry ſucceeded to the late? It is too well 
known to require a Repetition : Your Lord- 
ſhip is too well inform'd that the Confuſion 
of Aﬀairs at Home, prevented ſo early a 
Change in our Foreign as was to be wiſh'd, 
and was paſſionately ſought by the new Mini- 
ſtry: Therefore, if there was not as immediate 
a Change of Meaſures as of Hands, remem- 
ber, my Lord, it was owing to Neceſſity, and 
the Strength of domeſtic Oppoſition. It was 
impoſſible of a Sudden to change the Plan 
of the late Miniſter ; he had been ſunk in the 
Opinion of all Europe for his Paſſiveneſs and 
Indulgence to France, and it muſt require 
ſome Time to efface the Prejudice contracted - 
of our Councils ; the Confidence of foreign 
Courts could not be acquir'd in an Inſtant. 
But, my Lord, you are too equitable not to 
admit that every early Step was taken which 

1 Prudence 
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Prudence cou'd dictate, to e the Preju- 


dice of the Powers of Europe, and recover 


their Confidence : And let me ſay, whether 


or no you are pleas'd to admit it for a Truth, 


that they have ſucceeded to a Miracle, con- 
ſidering how deeply Length of Time had 
rooted the public Prepoſſeffion in Disfavour 
of our Power and Wiſdom ; and let me add, 

of our Sincerity and Honour alſo: Both 
theſe laſt were impeach'd, and but too juſtly, 
for refuſing the late Emperor our Affiſtance 
againſt Prance, and for not aiding his Daugh- 
ter, when ſhe was on the Point of being 
ſwallow'd up by the Power and Artifice of 


that ambitious Crown, 


By taking a curſory View of the State of 


Aﬀurs on. the Continent, of the Convul- 


ſions at Home and the Prejudices Abroad, 


when the preſent Miniſtry were at Liberty 
to act, we ſhall be beſt able to judge of the 


Merit of their Conduct. France led her 


conquering Armies into the Heart of the 


Empire, and was in Poſſeſſion of Part of 
Auſtria, and almoſt all Bohemia, the Kings 
of Pruſſia and Poland were in her Alliance, 


the Election of the Emperor was fix'd, the 


Spaniards had taken Footing in Italy, the 


King of the Sicilies was openly in their In- 


tereſt, and the King of Sardinia temporiz d, 
not willing to embark with the Houſe of | 


| Bourbon, and loth to riſk his All by allying 


againſt it; I need not mention the lo Ebb | 
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(15) 
to which the Circumſtances, and even the 
Expectations of the Queen of Hungary were 
ſunk ; frighten'd from her Capital, and, hav- 
ing no Reliance but on the Fidelity of Sub- 


jets, whom her Father and Anceſtors had 


us'd ill, what Hopes could ſhe have of ſur- 
mounting her Difficulties ? Nay, what Hopes 
did your Lordſhip entertain of ever ſeeing the 
Houſe of Auſtria in the good Plight it is in 


at preſent ? You had none, my Lord; Iam 


a Witneſs that you deſpair'd of ever ſeeing 


France abandoning her Schemes of partition- 


ing out the Auſtrian Hereditary Dominions 
among her Creatures. 

Here was a moſt gloomy, unfavourable 
Proſpect before the Eyes of Men that had 
ſtrong Prejudices, both at Home and Abroad, 
to ſtruggle with ; but, my Lord, they en- 


counter'd the Dangers, and ſurmounted the 


Difficulties in their Way, like wiſe and intre- 
pid Engliſhmen, and were [talians: Like the 
latter they ſaw the Dangers, and like the 
former they fac'd them; like Halians they 
aid their Plan with Caution and Prudence, 
and, like brave Engliſhmen they boldly exe- 
cutey what their Wiſdom! had projected: In 
ſhort, my Lord, the New Miniſtry ſucceeded 
to the Confuſion of France, and to the Ad- 
miration of all Europe. The Examination 
of their Conduct in fo critical a Conjuncture, 
will be the beſt Juſtification T can offer of 
their Wiſdom, Integrity, and Steadineſs, and 
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the ſtrongeſt Confutation of their Opponents 
and Enemies. 

France had form'd her Plan of reducing 
the Houſe of Auſtria, by ſevering her Terri- 


tories, and dividing them among the ſeveral 


Pretenders to the Succeſſion of the late Em- 


peror, with a View, no Doubt, of ſecuring 


to herſelf ſuch Part of her Dominions as 


was contiguous to the French Poſſeſſions: 


But previous to her Proceeding on this Plan, 


ſhe tried the Pulſe of the young Queen of 
Hungary, in Regard to the Netherlands : 
Could ſhe have found that heroic Princeſs in- 
clin'd to gratify her in a Ceſſion of thoſe Pro- 
vinces, the World would have ſeen France 
faithful in her Engagements concerning the 
Pragmatic Sanction; but meeting with Ob- 


ſtacles in this her favourite Scheme, the Court 


of France turn their Thoughts on ruining 
the obſtinate Queen of Hungary at Home. 
The King of Pruſſia was encourag'd to ſet up 
old Pretenſions on Sileſia, and fall upon it 
with a great Force in the moſt inclement 
Seaſon of the Year: It was heceflary for 


France that the bloody Scene ſhould be 


open'd by a Prince, not, as yet, ſtigmatiz'd 
for being a Creature of her's. Saxony and 
Bavaria follow'd the Example of Pruſſia, 
and were ſeconded by the greateſt French 
Force that had ever appear'd ſo far from 
Home, | 
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What had the new Minority to do to de- 
feat the Schemes of France, and preſerve the 
Houſe of Auſtria, now threaten'd on all Sides 
with utter Deſtruction ? There was no tam 
pering with Bavaria, being too far in the 
Power of France; Saxony could not be 
brought to lead but would foilow; therefore 
Pruſſia was the only Power to be tried and 
practiced on. Could that Prince be brought 
off; could he be wean'd from France, we 
might embark with the Queen of Hungary 
with a View of Succeſs. But he had gone 
too far to recede with Honour, without ob- 
taining what he unſheathed the Sword for ; 
beſides, that Prince had ſet his Heart upon 
Szlefa, and he would not treat without it. 
He already had moſt of it, and could not 
fail of having all and keeping it too, if he 
continued his Alliance with France, Was it: 
not then, my Lord, a great Point gain'd to 
break all the Meaſures of France, by only 
influencing the Queen of Hungary to cede a 
Province ſhe was not able to keep? Tis 
probable the Poſſeſſion of Sila by Pruſſia, - 
may influence the Cauſe of European Liber- 
ty, as much and as effectually as if that Pro- 
vince did remain with the late Poſſeſſor; and 
on this Suppoſition, our influencing the Queen 
to cede that Part of her Dominions could be 
attended with no bad Conſequences of any 
Kind. 5 

C I need 
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I need not point out to your Lordſhip the 
Rectitude and Succeſs of that firſt Meaſure of 
the preſent Miniſtry, The Matter 1s too 
ſelf-evident to require a minuter Diſcuſſion. 
That Coup de Maitre had all the Effect that 
could be expected; all the Meaſures of 
France were thereby diſconcerted; She loſt 
her Influence not only in Germany but all 
over Europe, as may be perceived by the 
King of Sardinia'sthrowing himſelf immedi- 
ately under the Protection of England, and 
allying cloſely with the Court of Vienna. 
The new Miniſtry could not recall what their 
Predeceſſors had done; they could not com- 
mand back the Troops of Spain from ITaly, 
but they took care they ſhould be of no Uſe 
there, by ſtopping up from them all the A- 
venues of Supply. Has not the Succeſs in 
Germany and Italy correſponded with the 


Rectitude of the Meaſures taken by us, for 


ſupporting a natural Ally and abating the 


Pride of our Hereditary Enemy ? 


This cannot be deny'd, nor as little can the 
preſent Miniſtry be refuſed the Glory of hav- 
ing taken every proper Step that could con- 
duce to the main Point they had in View, 
which was to reduce France within ſuch 
Bounds as could not endanger publick Li- 
berty. My Lord, this was a favourite Point 
with you whilſt you join'd in the Oppoſition 
to the late Miniſter ; it was ſo with all his 
Opponents ; and I may fay, it was ſuch with 

the 


(19) 
the whole Nation, How comes the Public 
then chang'd in reſpect to this favourite 
Point? Pray, my Lord, how comes your 
Lordſhip chang'd with that Public? Were 
you really chang'd before you endeavour'd to 
change the Public; or has your writing them 
out of their Senſes, alter'd your own way of 
thinking? Or rather, are you ſtill of the 
ſame Opinion you was when you oppoſed 
the late Miniſter and France, but appear 
otherwiſe, becauſe you are not admitted to a 
Share of the Glory of humbling that haughty 
Neighbour ? Your Lordſhip will excuſe my 
Freedom, He who would work a Cure 
ſhould probe to the Quick, | 
But pray, my good Lord, conſider the 
Contrariety of your Opinions, In the late 
Adminiſtration France influenced our Coun- 
cils, ruin'd our Trade, and weaken'd our 
beſt Friends and Allies. The late Miniſter 
was a Poltroon, for bearing with her Inſo- 
lence, and a Traytor to his Country for not 
taking her down to ſuch a Level as ſhould 
prevent her domineering over us or others, 
In thoſe Days, there was no Riſk, no Ex- 
pence too great to pull down that intriguing, 
ambitious Crown, But how 1s your Lord- 
ſhip's Language chang'd ſince you ſaw ſuch 
Meaſures taken as are likely to anſwer all the 
Purpoſes you ſeem'd lately to wiſh for? You 
with France reduc'd, you ſay, but this is not 
the proper Time; we have ſlipt the Oppor- 
TIRE C 2 tunity; 
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tunity; we thould have fallen upon her 
when ſhe was laſt at War with the late Em- 
peror; we are not in a Condition to com- 
mence a French War; we are unally'd, and 
it is Madneſs to have provok d that powerful 
Crown untill we were in a better Condition 
to take her down. 

If I don't ſtate all your Lordſhip's and 
your Adherent's Objections to the Conduct 
of the Adminiſtration, that is to their prin- 
cipal Meaſure, it is owing purely to want of 
Memory. For as I have taken the Pen in 


Fand to preſcribe for your Lordſhip, and 


cure you if poſſible, I would fink none of 
your Objections, that I may have the Pleaſure 
of clearing up all the Rubs that lie in your 
way to political Health. 


1 agree it was a Miſtake not to have fallen | 


upon France in Conjunction with the late 
Emperor; but I am of Opinion, that our 
View of Succeſs is more extended now than 
even at that Time, tho' we might have had 


the Head of the Empire i in the Confederacy. 


I look upon the Queen of Hungary, to be 
better counſell'd, better ſery'd, more power- 
ful, and a better Ally than ever her Father 
was; we have the King of Sardinia now 
with us, but he was then wholly againſt us; 
the Dutch had then enter'd into a Neutrality 
for the Netherlands, which they can't poſſi- 
bly do now, and therefore may be look'd 
upon as our r Confederates, But that which 
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mends the Proſpe& exceedingly on-our Side 
is, that France is in a far worſe Plight now 
than in thoſe Days. She may put on all the 
Varniſh of Health ſhe pleaſes, and vamp and 
ſwagger with her ſanguine Declarations of 
War; but, my Lord, we muſt ſhut our 
Eyes to all Reaſon and Obſervation if we 
don't think ſhe is in a Decay, conſumptive, 
and rotten at Heart. The Expence of France 
on. account of the late Election of Poland, 
her Wars in Conſequence of it, but particu- 
larly that carry'd on in Haly, was exceſſive. 
Her Loſs of Men and Generals at that Time 
was very great; and what render*d her waſte 
of Men and Treaſure on that Occaſion the 
more vexatious, is, that ſhe was oblig'd to a 
greater before ſhe could poſſibly have re- 
cruited, 1 CORE 5 

France had been greatly exhauſted on ac- 


2 of the Election of Poland; but her 
"waſte of Men and Treaſure, ſince the Neath 


of the late Emperor, has been infinitely 
greater. Need I enumerate her Loſſes and 
Expence ſince ſhe broke Faith with the Hei- 


reſs of Auſtria. All Europe can witneſs both, 


and can perceive that her preſent oſtentatious 
Glare of Strength and Power, are like the 
Strugglings of a dying Man. She ſums up 
all her Force to give one Blow that ſhould 
cover her own real Weakneſs, and work up- 
on the Irreſolution of her Enemies. Let us 
but calmly and ſteadily ſtand this her laſt Ef- 


fort, 
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fort, and we ſhall ſee her droop and dwindle 
into abject Cowardice, like moſt Bullies, and 
like herſelf in Queen Ann's Wars. 

We are unallyd, you ſay; which I take 
the Liberty to deny, We have all the Al- 
lies we could wiſh for, except his Pruffan 
Majeſty, on whom we may much more 
ſurely reckon than France can, Denmark is 
ſecur'd, and Rijſſia and Sweden, if they ſhould 
not be with us, we are ſure they won't act 
againſt us. We can't doubt of the States 
General ; and as for the Shadow of an Em- 
peror and ſuch Princes of the Empire as may 
be in the French Intereſt, they could be of 
no Uſe to us, nor can they be of any to 
France, but will on the —y; be. a real ad 
Burden upon n — if 

Again, it was Madneſs to provoke 3 
till ue were in a better Condition to oppoſe her, 
Pray, my noble Speculatiſt, would you have 


50, had us look on till ſhe ſhould trip the Queen 


of Hungary of Bohemia and Auſtria for her 
I. p-r--1 Vaſſal, and of all her Halian Domi- 
nions for the young Dons of Spain? What 
Condition ſhould we be in then to oppoſe 
that mighty Power ? Should our Condition 
be better than tis now or her's worſe, by 
annexing the whole or any Part of the Au 
trian Netherlands to her other wide Domi- 
nions. Had ſhe ſucceeded in Germany and 
Italy ſhe muſt in Flanders. My Lord, you 
- could not be in earneſt when you advis d us 
ET to 


„ 

to poſtpone our Reſentment till we ſhould 
be in better Condition to oppoſe France. I 
admit our preſent Condition is not ſo promi- 
ſing as could be wiſh'd; but tis infinitely ſu- 
perior to that of the Enemy; and was it 
worſe, it is our Intereſt to venture all in or- 
der to pull down the Pride of the only Power 
in the World we ſhould with loweſt. We 
could never hope for a better Opportunity ; 
we could never flatter ourſelves with ſuch 
another. France is ſunk, and to a very low 
Ebb, in the Opinion of Europe ; ſhe is with- 
out Treaſure, without Generals, without 
Stateſmen, and without Allies, except Spain 
which is debilitated to the loweſt Degree in 
Life, and without Hopes of any other Ally, 
except the King of the two Sicilies, whom 
our maritime Force cancruſh when we pleaſe. 
What does your Lordſhip, what does the 
unmeaning Public mean by charging the 
Miniſtry with having provok'd France impo- 
liticly? Was it impolitic to have ſuccour'd the 
Queen of Hungary and King of Sardinia 
with Money, when thoſe natural and neceſſary 
Allies muſt have been undone without ſuch 
pecuniary Aid? Was it impolitic to preſerve 
| {faly from the Dominion of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, our natural and mortal Enemy, by 
cooping up the French and Spaniſh Fleets in 
Toulon, and by obſtructing all Succour to the 
Spaniſh. Forces in Lombardy ? Was it impo- 
litic to ſecure the King of Sardinia, by our 
naval 


(24) 


naval Force, from being over- run by the joint 


Arms of Frunce and Spain ? Ay, but we went 


too far. How, my Lord, was it going far- 
ther than we ought. to ſeize on all the French 
Ships we could, that had Treaſure and Arms, 
Ammunition or Proviſions on board for our 


Enemies the Spaniards, or for the Enemies 


of our Friends and Allies ? And did we ex- 
ceed in deſtroying the Spaniſh Gallies at St. 
Tropez, which were employ'd in carrying 
Succours to the Spaniards in Ttaly ? Did 


France deſerve any ſuch daſtardly Complai- 


ſance at our Hands as to paſs by, unmoleſting 
an Enemy, in one of her open Roads ? 
No, my Lord, France was working on a 


Plan that would have carry'd her Power and 


Influence to a dangerous Height, had ſhe 
ſucceeded ; and it would be impolitic of us 
not to check her every where, and at all 


Times while ſhe was intent on the Execu- 


tion of that deſtructive Plan, We could not 
ſee our Friends undone without Hazard of 
being undone along with them. Hazard, 
did I fay; our Ruin would be inevitable, 


ſhould our Allies be ruin'd. There could be 


no Medium, either we muſt have ſuffer'd 


France to carry her Point every where, or 


we muſt have endeavour'd to prevent her 
every where: Had ſhe deſiſted from her 
enſlaving Enterprizes, we ſhould have been 
as paſſive and civil as ſhe could expect; but 


| while ſhe continu'd them, we could do no 
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8 
leſs than we did, without injuring our Al- 
lies, I may ſay, deſtroying them and our- 
ſelves. Therefore to arraign the Miniſtry 
for having provok'd France, is as much as 
to ſay; that he who watches arm'd over 
his Property, provokes a Highwayman or 
Houſebreaker who intended to rob him, 
and . would infallibly, if he had not watch'd 
and arm'd, to prevent the Enemy of all 
Society. The Miniſters or Miniſter, who 
had concerted thoſe vigorous Meaſures that 
provok'd France and baffled all his big 
Deſigns, far from meriting your Lordſhip's 
Reproof, or the Public's, deſerve, indiſpu- 
tably, all the Thanks and Applauſe that a 
grateful People could beſtow upon them. | 

The longer one conſiders the Wiſdom of 
their Conduct the more he muſt be oblig'd 
to admire and applaud, They proceeded 
gradually ; and without omitting any one 
Thing or Meaſure that could obſtruct the 
enſlaving Carrier of France, they avoided 
coming to an open Rupture, that the Trade 
of their Country may be obſtructed by the 
Corſairs of France as late as poſlible ; and 
that we might avail ourſelves of our defens 
ue Alliances with foreign Powers, by that 
Crown's declaring firſt againſt us. It was 
refin'd Policy, my Lord ; and you can't but 
own that all our Meaſures with Regard 
to France, were prudently and finely con- 
duced, | | 
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I admit Fance was provok'd ; and that 
ſhe was under a Neceſſity of coming to an 
open Rupture. But does not that Neceſ- 
ſity, that Provocation, proclaim the Wiſ- 
dom of our Councils and our Reſolution ? 
We kept her in Suſpence, but till ob- 
ſtructed her Views, till at laſt, perceiving 
our Drift, ſhe did, or would ſcem to get 
the better of her Dread by chuſing to have 
us for an open rather than ſecret Enemy. 
Had France had had a Richlieu or Maza- 
rine in her Councils, ſhe would have de- 
clar'd twelve Months ſooner ; for her De- 
lay has been our Gain, and may * 
be the Occaſion of her Ruin. 

Your Lordſhip, I hope, won't ſupport 
thoſe, who, thro” Envy or Ignorance, im- 
peach the Conduct of the Nobleman, who 
is thought to have had the chiefeſt Hand 
in directing our Councils to thoſe ſteady 
Meaſures that had provok'd France, but 
prevented her, and preſerv'd our Allies, 
Your Lordſhip can't join in the ſenſeleſs 
Cry againſt that truly great Man, without 
arraigning your own Judgment, and give 
me Leave to ſay, your Integrity like wiſe. 
Has he gone any Lengths you did not ad- 
viſe, you did not think abſolutely neceffary 
when you and he join'd in oppofing the 


too pacific and dangerous Meaſures of the 
late Miniſter ? 


But, 
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But, my Lord, to be extremely ſerious, 
what muſt have become of our natural Al- 
lies, of the Ballance of Power, of Flanders, 
and of our own Liberties and Properties, 
had not that courageous, wiſe Minitter in- 
terpos d, and forced France from the ele- 
yated Summit ſhe ſtood on when he had 
the Northern Provence aſſign'd to him ? 
Conſider the Figure that Crown made 
when the late Miniſter quitted the Direc- 
tion of the Cabinet ; and I beg you will 
conſider how different a one ſhe has made 
ever ſince, and makes even now. She ſends 
round the Globe to hunt for Allies, who 
turn the deaf Ear to all her ſoothing Pro- 
teſtations ; ſhe ſends the moſt adroit of her 


Miniſters to the Hague to beg the States 


General would mediate her Peace, before 
ſcarce it could be ſaid that ſhe had declar'd 
War. My Lord, however pompous and 
artful Monſieur Fenelon's parting Speech 
was, tis eaſily ſeen by it, that he came to 
intreat, to beg the Mediation of: the States. 
That Marquis would have ſpoke in quite 


another Tone, and ſo would his Court, 


had not the Nobleman, wha is traduc'd 
Weekly in a certain Paper, not unknown 
to your -Lordſhip, happily fucceeded to 
the Confidence and partly to the Power, 
of the late Minifter. But that I may not 
offend againſt that great, true Eng/i/h- 
man's Modeſty, by a Recapitulation of his 

2 meri- 


& = 
meritorious Action ſince he has been truſt- 
ed, I will conſider one other of your Lord- 
ſhip! s Objections to the Conduct of the 
Miniſtry, which, however important, would 
have eſcap'd me, if I had not mention'd your 
Lordſhip's V. el Lucubrations. 

That favourite * Journal, my Lord, 
ſets out or ends every Saturday with Ha- 
nover, Hanoverian Troops, Hanover Rud- 
der, Hanover Intereſt, or, in fine, ſome- 


| thing relative to the Electorate of Hans- 


ver. I have neither Leiſure nor Talents 


for anſwering all that your Lordſhip and 


your learn d Huſſars had wrote on — Sub- 


ject of Hanover; and therefore, leavin 
you and them to hug yourſelves with the 
Satisfaction. of having vanquiſh'd all the 


Scribes in the Service of Truth and the 


Miniſtry, and having poiſon'd the Minds 
of the weak and undiſcerning, I ſhall only 
trouble your r with a few Interro- 


gatories on the Lungs which you may 


chuſe to anſwer 
pleaſe. 


Was France the Hereditary Enemy and 
Rival of Eng land before we had a Prince 


let alone, juſt as you 


of the Heuss of Hanover on the Throne? 


Was not the Houſe of Auſtria look d up- 
on to be our natural Ally before we had a 


Prince that was a Member of the Empire ? 


Would 
* Old England. 
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(29) 
Would it not be neceſſary to preſerve that 
Ally; if the King had no Dominions in 
Germany; and would it not be neceſſary 
alſo to ſuccour and ſecure the Houſe of 
Savoy againſt French Influence, if Hanover 
had had no Being ? Would not we think 
ourſelves oblig'd in Intereſt to ſtem the late 
Torrent of French Influence and Conqueſt 


tho' our Monarch had not a Foot of Land. 
on the Continent ? Should we not be ob- 


lig'd in Self. Defence, to obſtruct the Pro- 
greſs of France to unlimited Influence, 
which ſhe could not fail of, had ſhe- been 
ſuffer'd to execute her late Plan, tho' his 


Majeſty had not been an EleQor ? And 


are we not, from Motives of Intereſt and 
Self-Defence, Enemies to the Prench, be- 
cauſe we are ſenſible that they only wait 
for an Opportunity of deſtroying us, as 
being the only Nation in Europe able to 
ſtand in their Way to univerſal Power? 
If your Lordſhip ſhould doubt it, I know 


no better Way to cure your Incredulity, 


than by ſetting before you, a Portraiture 
drawn of us, about eighty Years ago, by 
the brighteſt Political Genius of France, 
efnploy'd by Leuis the XIVth to draw 
up a Plan, by which he ſhould ſhape his 
Meaſures for ſubjecting Europe and Eng- 
land in particular, to his Influence and 
Power, 
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As for the Engliſb, they ar A- 
tion without . 4 P —— 
Religion, without Honeſty, or Juſtice 
of any Kind; they are jealous and ſuſ- 
picious, and giddy and unſteady to the 
laſt Degree; they are cruel, impatient 
voracious, proud, inſolent and covetous; 
they are fit for ſudden Attacks, but in- 
capable of conducting a War with Judg- 
ment. Their Country is well enough for 
ſubſiſting Nature, but is not fertile or 
rich enough to furniſh the Means of 
ſupporting great Armaments, or making 
Conqueſts. They never made any ex- 
cept that of Jreland, deſtitute of War- 
riors and Wealth; and on the contrary 
they were conquered by the Romans, 
the Danes, the Saxons and N mant; 
even their preſent Race of Kings are 
ſprung from their Conquerors. They 
hate one another, and are conſtantly 
divided about Matters of Religion or 
Government. A French War of three 
or four Years, would ruin them quite; 
wherefore it would ſeem prudent not ta 
be at Peace with them, but upon hard 
Terms for them, unleſs his Majeſty 
thought proper to defer the Execution of 
his Project, (ſubjecting all Europe to bis 
Laws) till another Time ; or that, urg- 
ed by his Love for his People, he 
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would prefer their Eaſe and Trahquilli- 
ty, to his vaſt Hopes and Glory, And as 


one muſt be a Father to judge of paternal 


Affection, ſo muſt a Man be a King to 


judge of the Tenderneſs of a Prince for 


his People. 

In ſhort, if you would deſtroy the 
Engliſh, it is ſufficient that you oblige 
them to keep always arm'd, and maintain 
a conſtant Standing Force. There is 
no Fear that they will attempt to make 
Deſcents in France; that would inevi- 
tably ruin them, unleſs they ſhould be 
invited by Rebel Subjects here: If they 
are arm'd and have Troops, they will 
infallibly make War upon one another, 
and by that Means deſtroy themſelves. 
They muſt be kept in a large and 
continual Expence, whetefore they ſhou'd 
be alarm'd to a Jealouſy concerning their 
Iſlands of Fer/y, Man, and Wight, a- 
bout their Cinque Ports, and Ireland : 
By this Means, they will be oblig'd to 
keep ſtrong Gariſons, which ' will induce 
them to believe that their Prince has a 
View upon their pretended  Liherties. 
As long as a King of England is arm'd, 
he will be hated by his Subjects. There 
ſhould be a general Diffidence created a- 
mongſt them, which may be done by 
writing Letters in Cypher to many par- 
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ſo as to be intercepted. For, as they 
are extremely ſuſpicious and imprudent, 
they will be ealily perſuaded that fuch 


Letters are not fictitious. Deſcents 
ſhould be made upon Ireland and elſe- 


where; and the [:/þ ſhould be encou- 


rag'd ts revolt, which won't be difficult, 
becauſe they hate the Engliſh mortally ; 

Even the Scorch might be encourag'd to 
recover their Liberties 

e Party Diviſions ſhould be fomented ; 

the different Sects ſhould be alternately 
encourag'd, but particularly the Catho- 
lich. The Benedictine Monks, ſhould 
be ſecretly treated with, and told, as if 
from the King, (Charles II. who was 


not reſtored then) that all their antient 


Poſſeſſions ſhould be reſtored to them, 
which they will greedily ſwallow, and 


may be eaſily deceiv d. They will move 
Heaven and Earth; and ſhould they 


be able to perſuade the Carholicks to 


rebel openly, all England will be in 
Confuſion, and the Monarchy may be 
divided, towards which, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to improve the Rumour already 
ſpread, that their King is ſecretly a Ca- 
tholick.” 

The Author has a great deal more. on 


this Subject, but I ſhall only mention his 
laſt Words, where he fays that, when the 
Grand Monarch ſhall have ſtren gthened 


_ himſelf 


(33) | 
himſelf by Sea and Land, in the manner 
he has laid down, then, ſays he, * you qeill 
find your E noliſh Enemies jo weaker d that 
you may eaſily overthrew and deſtroy them. _ 
My Lord, this Picture was " dia by 
J the ableſt Pen in France. It was not de- 
q ſign'd for the Public; nor ſhould we have 
: had the curious Piece, of which it is but 
a ſmall Part; if the Author's V anity or 
Diſguſt for not being gratify'd, as he 
thought he deſerv'd, had not induc'd him 
to publiſh - his Works privately : But 
he paid as dear for his Indiſcretion, hav- 
ing died in the Ba/tzle. The only preſent 
Uſe I would make of the Author, who 
ſpeaks of us but the Language of the 
whole Nation, is, to ſhew your Lordſhip 
that we ought to miſs ho favourable Op- 
portunity of reducing the Power and Li- 
mits of a Nation, who have laid it down 
as a ſtated Maxim, never to miſs any for 
diſtreſſing and deſtroying us. It is come 
to that paſs between the Nations, that to 
deſtroy or be deſtroy d, is the Word. My 
Lord, if we are to be deftroy'd; let it be 
with the Sword in Hand. It would be in- 
glorious | for Engl; omen to fall, unarm'd, 
and without attempting to deſtroy” thoſe 
who would. deſtroy them. Had Fance = 
ſucceeded in her late Scheme; it would be | 
N es 905 
El Grouifine alors les Enemies adbbiblis, Los achevers 
de les abattre, & de ler renverſer. 
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too late for us to arm: We muſt ſubmit, 
like our Neighbours, at lat, tho' our Situa- 
tion might be a means of prolonging, for 
ſome Months or Vears, the Date of our Ser- 
vitude. | Rh 

And what could hinder her ſucceeding, 
when ſhe ſhould have an Emperor her Pen- 
fioner and her S———e; when moſt of 
the Princes of the Empire ſhould be her 
Tributaries, either out of Fear or Aﬀec- 
tion, when ſhe ſhould have ruin'd the Houſe 
of Auſtria, the only Power, together with 
the matitime, that had thwarted her De- 
ſigns ever ſince the Peace of Munster; 
when ſhe ſhould have parcell'd out the 
Auſtrian Dominions between her Creatures 
and herſelf; when, I ſay, my Lord, France 
ſhould, as ſhe certainly could if her Schemes 
had ſucceeded, have divided the Spoils of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, in Germany, between 
the Houſes of Bavaria, Saxony, and Bran- 
denburgh, her Talian Dominions, between 
the Sons of Spain, and taken the Auſtrian 
Netherlands to herſelf; what could ſtand 


in her Way to univerſal Influence, which 


implies univerſal Monarchy? _ | 
Whenever France gets Poſſeſſion of the 


Auſtrian Netherlands, the Dutch muſt cer- 


tainly become her Tributaries, at beſt; 
and by the Addition of their Naval Force, 
hich, in that Caſe ſhe could command, 
rould be able to bring us under her 
Subjection, 
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Subjection, in ſpite of our Situation and 
Strength by Sea. Both may ſecure us a- 
gainſt that haughty, ambitious Neighbour, 
whilſt Flanders can be ſecur'd againſt her 
Power and Artifice : But I infiſt that our 
Ruin is inevitable, whenever ſhe can force 
herſelf inte the Poſſeſſion of the ten Au- 
ſtirian Provinces. 

This Poſſeſſion, my Lord, is what France 
has moſt at Heart; to ſubject the Nether- 
lands to her Dominions has been the End 
of all her Wars, fince the Death of Henry 
the IVth. She appear'd to arm for other 


| Purpoſes, but Flanders was ſtill the End 


ſhe had in View. The Poſſeſſion of Flan- 
ders had employ'd the Attention of all her 
Princes, all her Stateſmen, and all her 
Writers for the laſt Century. Hear what 
the French Schemiſt, already quoted, ſays 
on this Head. Tho' France be a very 
powerful Monarchy, from its great Ex- 
** tent, by its Situation, its Fertility, and 
the Number of its Inhabitants, it were 
to be wiſh'd, it is abſolutely neceſfary 
for the Grandeur and Safety of France, 
„that his Majeſty (Lewis XIVth) would 
* add to his Kingdom, firſt, all the Ne- 
e therlands to the Banks of the Rhine. 
** That Conqueſt would re-eſtabliſh him in 
“ the antient Rights of his Crown, and re- 
{* ſtore him to the Dominions of his An- 

1 © ceſtors; 

* Page 228, Cc. 
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& ceſtors; it would render him Maſter of 
e the Northern Seas, and, conſequently, 
* Arbiter of the Fate of Denmark, Swe 
e gen, and Pcland, &c”. 

But, to this Purpoſe, my Lord, I beg leave 
to trouble you with a Quotation from better 
Authority; that of ho leſs a Man than Car- 
dinal Mazarin, who not only rais'd the 
Power of France to the Summit we have 
ſeen, but eſtabliſh'd the Maxims by which 
ſhe- has, and does ſtill ſhape all her Poli- 
tics, That ſubtil Stateſman, whilſt the 
Negotiations for a general Peace were going 
on at Munſter, in 1648, form'd a Scheme 
of annexing the Auſtrian Netherlands to 
the Dominions of France, by ſurprizipg 
or forcing Spain into an Exchange of them 
for Catalonia and Roufillon, which France 
had conquer'd in the Courſe of that long 
War from Spain, by the Intereſt and 
Mezns of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
our late King William“ J Father and Mo- 
ther. 

I need not tell your Lordſhip, that in 
that long War, France, Sweden, and Hol- 
land, were ally d againſt the two Branches 
of the - Houſe of Auſtria in Germany and 
Shain ; nor that by her Alliance with Hol- 
Hand, ſhe acquir 4 an Influence over the 
Houſe of Orange. The Cardinal's Scheme 
then was to ſound the Prince of: Orange, 
who, he ſays, in one of his Diſpatches to 

the 


2 


( 


the French Plenipotentiaries at Munſter, 
The Communication F this Project, will 
Shew our Confidence. in the, Prince, which 
undoubtedly muſt oblige lim. For be certain- 
ly has an intire Confidence, in me, even ſo 
far, as to conſult me. as to bis Domeſtic 
Aﬀairs. — | —Certainement il prend en- 
tiere Confiance en moi, Juſqu' aux choſes 
meme de Son Domeſtique. | 

The Count 4 Eftrade was - ſent to Hol- 
land, by the Cardinal, to ſound the Prince 
and Princeſ of Orange; and he was to 
inſinuate that the Prince might find his 
Account in promoting the Deſigns of France, 
by his having the Marquiſate of Antwerp 
for his Share; and, ſays he, in another of 
his Letters to Munſter, wherein he ap- 
plauds himſelf beforehand for the Succeſs 


of his Scheme, There is no doubt that 4 
ever the Pri nceſs of Orange can be brougt 
to imagine that ſhe is ta ſet her Foot in 
that Place, (Antwerp) there is nothing 
in the M. orld Jhe won't do, 10- Spring or 
Means ſhe won't employ. to compaſs it. 
Ce quon doit tenir pour conſtant, ceſt que 
fi jamais la Princeſs D'Orange ſe peut ima- 
giner de Mettre le pied dans cette place, 
il ny a rien au monde quelle ne faſſe, 
ni reſſort, quelle N emploie pou y Par- 
venir. 

After Monſieur  Dieftrade had - ſounded 
the Prince and Princeſs of Orange about 
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(33) 
the Exchange, and had given an Account 
of his Succeſs, the Cardinal writes to Mun- 
er. © The Count D'Eftragde has acquit- 
ted himſelf like an able Minifter, as he 
is, of his Commiſſion, He perſuaded the 


Sentiments he would inſpire him with. 
You ſee I was not miſtaken, when I 
judg'd that that Prince would wiſh, at 
leaſt as paſſionately as we, the Exchange 
© of Catalonia for the Netherlands. Le 
Comte D' Eftrade S acquita en habile hom- 
me, comme il eſt, de ſa Commiſſion; le 
Prince D' Orange entra dans tous les Senti- 
mens qu'il voulut inſpirer. Cela me faict 
voir que Jene M'etois pas trompe, quand 
je jugeois que ce Prince Souhaiteroit pour 
le moins avec autant de Paſſion que nons, 
PEchange de la Catalogne avec les Pais- 
Bas. He finiſhes his Letter by congra- 
tulating France on the Succeſs of his Ne- 


gotiation with the Prince, becauſe, he ſays, 


"tis ſecuring the Conſen! of the States-Ge- 
neral to the Exchange, Reaſon of the 
Prince's Addreſs and Credit with bis Coun- 
trymen. 8 
| ſhall mentioh hereafter how happily 
this paſt Project came to be defeated, but, 
in the mean time, let me ſet forth that 
Stateſman's Reaſons for being ſo vehe- 
mently earneſt to bring his Scheme ef the 
Exchange to bear, Monſieur D' Avaux, 

= nd 


Prince of Orange to enter into all the 
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1 
and the two other Plenipotentiaries at 
Munſter, who were to open this Matter 
at the Congreſs, after the Prince of Orange 
had agreed to the Exchange, were not quite 
ſo ſanguine as the Cardinal in the Affair; 
not but they as earneſtly wiſh'd the Ex- 
change, but they were apprehenſive it 
would alarm Europe too far, and the States- 
General patticularly, who might, on that 
Occaſion, i quit the Alliance of France, and 
engage England, which could never acqui- 
eſce with the Exchange, to join them 
againſt that Crown as too dangerous, aſ- 
piring, and ambitious. To fatisfy theſe 
Miniſters, the Cardinal ſets before them the 
great Utility of the Exchange, and the 
vaſt Advantages France would reap by an- 
nexing the Netherlands to her other Do- 
minions, Herein appears the Genius of the 
French Nation, their Policy and their Views, 
The Tract comes from a Miniſter whoſe 
Maxims they have follow'd ſince his Time, 
and from which they will never recede till 
they ſhall have gain'd this great, this fa- 
vourite Point, from the Accompliſhment 
of which, no Means, humanly ſpeaking, 
can prevent them, ſhould not the preſent 
Efforts to reduce their Power, be bleſs'd 
with Succeſs. For in the preſent Situation 
of France, there can be no Medium; if ſhe 
happens to be ſtript of ſome of her uſurp'd 
Acquiſitions and reduc'd, Flanders will be 


ſafe, 
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ſafe, and, conſequently the Liberties of 
Europe, particularly. of England and Hol- 
land. But ſhould ſhe, by diſunion among 
the : Cotifederates,, want of the neceſſary 
Supplies, or any other Mifmanagement add 
to her vaſt Acquiſitions, or even be able 
to retain what ſhe has in Poſſeſſion, her 


general Influence will be as inevitable as her 


Power, to execute his choiceſt and ſtanding 
Scheme of reducing the Netzer lands to her 
Obedience, * 

My Lord, this Quotation, Kom Cardinal 
re Difpatches: to Munſter, is long ; 
but I flatter myſelf-it won't be difagreeable 


wh an Engliſhman to have the ſecret Max- 


„Policies, and Views of the heredi- 
— Enemies of his Country, laid open to 
him. The following are the genuine Words 
of that able Stateſman, taken as well as 


what is ſaid further on this Subject, from 


the ſecret Negotiation- of Munſter, a curious 
Work, counted Authentic by the Learn'd 
of all Europe. 

* © I promis'd to ſtate more  particullicly 
my Reaſons for thinking it would be 
very advantagious for France to with- 
draw her Troops from Catalonia, and 
even from Rouſillon, on Condition, that 
the King of Spam would conſent to yield 
P the Netherlands and the CO of 


Burgundy 


mW” 9-8 


be Nexociation Secrettes de Munſter, Cc. Tom. 3. Pag. 
21 & Suiv. 
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will now perform my Promiſe in laying my 


Reflections before you, intreating you to 
give me your Thoughts upon them. 

Firſt, the Acquiſition of the Nether- 
lands, would form an impregnable Bul- 
wark to the City of Paris, the Capital of 


-the Kingdom. In that Caſe, that Town 
mighr be truly faid to be the Heart of 


France, and that it be ſituated in the Cen- 


ter and ſecureſt Part of the Kingdom, 
One might extend our Frontiers as far as 


Holland, and on the Side of Germany, 
whence any Danger may be apprehended, 


as far as the Rhine, by keeping Lorrain and 


Alſace, and by the Poſſcſſion of Luxem- 


bu 45 and of the County of Burgundy. 


< By means of the Exchange propoſed, ; 
— ſhould get out of the preſent War with 
ſo great Ad vantage and Reputation, that 
the moſt malicious could not find Matter 


for arraigning our Conduct. The moſt. 


envious and ſatyrical could not but think all 
our Blood and Treaſure in the Proſecutioa 
of the War, well employed, when they 


ſhould ſce the ancient Kingdom of Auſtra- 
cia annexed to this Crown, whoſe Princes 


heretofore had not only oppoſed Fance. : 


5 even ravaged and annoyed her. 


The Guilty, the Diſcontented and 
"Faftions, loſing by this Means the Facility 
* of retreating from Juſtice, would be more 

© cautious 
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* cautious than heretofore, of entering into 
© Cabals, and exciting Troubles and Rebel- 
© lions in the State; it being notorious that 
© all the Conſpirations we have ſeen or heard 
of againſt the Crown or her Miniſters, had 
© been hatch'd and nouriſh'd in the Ne- 
© therlands, Lorrain, or Sedan. 

4. © The Power of France would be for- 
* midable to all her Neighbours, * but par- 
© ficularly to the Engliſh, who are naturally 
© jealous of her Greatneſs, and who will let 
* ſlip no Opportunity or Occafion of injuring. 
and reducing ber, if ſome ſuch power ful Ac- 
* guifition does not take from them all Hopes 


* of ſucceeding. Wherefore we may be aſſur- 


eld, that if they ſhould know of this Nego- 


* tiation, there is no Hazard they would not 
run to prevent its taking Effect, unleſs their 
* preſent domeſtic Diſcord ſhould tie up their 
Hands. 

I beſeech your Lordfhip to reflect ſeriouſly 
on the Weight of this fourth Article of the 


Cardinal's Obſervations on his favourite 


Scheme. Here the very Soul and Heart of 
8 the 


* En quatrieme lieu, la puiſſance de la Nance ſe rendroit 


redoutable a tous ſes voiſius, particulierement aux Anglois, 


qui ſont naturellement jaloux de fa grandeur, & qui ne 
laiſſeront echapper aucune occaſion de procurer ſon deſa- 
vantage & fa diminution, fi une puiſſante Acquiſition ne 
leur ete I'eſperance d'y reuſſir. Auſſi peut on etre aſſure 
que $'ils avoient connoifſance d'une pareille Negociation, 
& aue leurs diſcordes . inteſtines ne les embarraſſaſſent pas 


au point qu'elle font, il n'y a rien qu'ils ne hazardaſſent 
pour en empecher J'effect. 
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( 43) 
the French Stateſmen are laid open. You 
can perceive by it, what they think would be 
our Intereſt, and what we muſt expect, 
ſhould our Diviſions prevent our obſtructing 
her enſlaving Scheme. I think this 14 
graph of ſo high Importance to an Engliſb- 
man, that I judge it proper to let him ſee it 
in its native French Dreſs, that he may ſee my 
Sincerity and his own Danger from the am- 
bitious Maxims of the French Cabinet. The 
Cardinal goes on. 78 
The States General would conſider us 
more than they do, and would become 
more tradtable ; and the Catholicks in 
their Country would be more eas d and bet- 
ter treated by them; it being certain that 
the Dutch Catholicks are not perſecuted ſo 
much for their Religion, or the Hatred 
% 


© borne to it in Holland, as for their ſuppoſed 


* Aﬀection to the Intereſt of Spain, and that 
upon no unwarrantable Grounds, | 
If Matters be rightly taken and well 
conducted, it cannot be apprehended, that 
Meſſieurs the 8 tates would be againſt this 
Exchange, it being certain that they would 
find their Account in it no leſs than we. 
By this means they might be aſſured for 
ever of enjoying the Sweets of a profound 


Peace, without being liable to that exceſſive 


8 Expence which they are and muſt be at, 
* while the Spaniards are their Neighbours. 
They will have no Occaſion of treating any 


F 2 wre 
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< to the preſent Frontiers, 


(44) 
more of Triices ; for if Spain makes a 


Ceſſion of Flanders to his Majeſty, all Oc- 
caſions of War will ceaſe for ever. Beſides, 


when the Spaniards, who have an Intereſt 
in leſſening the Power of France, ſhall yield 


us the Netherlands, they won't fail to con- 


vey to the States, rather than to us, all 
their Rights and Pretenſions to the United 
Provinces; by which means, France con- 
ſenting in the moſt ſolemn Manner, the 
Dutchwill reap all the Advantages of anuni- 
verſal Trade, being the natural Conſequence 
of a ſettled and hſting Peace. Their Coun- 
try is ſo ſituated and fortified by Art and 
Nature, that none can hope in a Conqueſt 
of it ; nor would any but the raſh and im- 
prudent make the Experiment ; therefore 
they might enjoy the Benefits of Peace, and 
an extended Trade, in Safety and unenvied. 


Whatever France has to fear from 


che Houſe of Auſtria, muſt be on the ſide 
of Flanders and that of Germany, becauſe 
theſe Countries joining, the Forces of the 
different Branches of that Houſe may 
eaſily join; and whatever Advantages we 


may Have againſt them, one Victory gain- 
ed by them over us, or one of our Towns 


on the * Somme taken or ſurprized by them, 


would ſtrike a Panic into the Inhabitants of 


Paris, becauſe of the Vicinity of that City 
6. 
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6, © The Acquiſition of the Netherlands 
would guard us from the Apprehenſions 
for ever. There would be no junction 
for the future of the Enemies Troops, as 
Spain would have no Territories on that 
Side, and that our extending our Fron- 
tiers to the Rhine, on the Side of Germany, 
would oblige the Emperor to be extreamly 
circumſpect how he diſobliged this Crown. 
And this would be the means, ſo defirable 
by France, to ſeparate: and diſunite the two 


Branches of the Houſe of Auſtria. 


7. There is no doubt that we ſhould 
ſoon gain the Affections of the Flemings, 
who ſuffer ſo greatly by the Opprefſions 
of Sparn, and the continual Wars in their 
Country, which has been ſo long the 
Theatre of War. They would. naturally 
come to confider the Advantages of a 
laſting Peace, a full Trade, the being eaſed 
of Taxes, and many other Benefits ariſing 
from being rather ſubject to France than 
Spain. | 1 
8. Our Expence, far from increaſing 
by the Acquiſition of ſo many Towns 
we ſhould find it decreaſe. For by not 
taxing the new Subjects as high as hereto- 
fore, we might reckon on their Affections 
and Duty, and we might fave all the vaſt 
Expence of our preſent Garriſans in Pi- 
cardy. We might ſafely demoliſh moſt of 
the Fortifications on that Side, having no 

* Neighbaurs 
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Neighbours but the States General, from 
whom no Attack could be apprehended 
upon a Power ſo ſuperior to : apa and 
which could not want the Means of reſent- 
ing and revenging the Outrage. 
© In ſhort, it would carry me too great a 
Length, ſhould I enumerate all the Advan- 
tages and Conveniencies, by Trade and 
otherwiſe, which ſo important an Acquiſi- 
tion would bring to France. Was it but 
the getting Dunkirk and Maraike into our 
Hands by it, it would be of ſingular Uſe. 
By means of that Port, which is the moſt 
commodious in thoſe Seas, we ſhould be 
able to bridle both Holland and England, 
Kc. | 
This Piece of Cardinal Mazarine's own 
Drawing, needs no Comment, it ſpeaks too 
plainly the Senſe of the Court of France, for 
us to doubt that ſhe has the ſame Views on 
Flanders to-day, which ſhe had when the 
Cardinal wrote: And that your Lordſhip may 
be convinced that the Politics of that Court 
are always the ſame, I fhall ſubjoin the Car- 
dinal's . Concluſion of the aforeſaid Letter, 
wherein you will ſee that France built not 
only the Pyrrenean Treaty on that Prelate's 
Maxims, but that of recht likewiſe, You 
ſhall ſee how he laid down the Doctrine of 
_— ſham Renunciations ſo long ago as 
1648. 5 £2. 
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I am much miſtaken if the Spaniards 


would not rather conſent to the Ceſſion of 
Flanders, on their getting into the Poſſeſſion 
of Catalonia and Roufillon, and having 
Hopes given them that they may fall on 


Portugal when the Truce is expired, 


without the Match with the Infanta, than 


with it in making the aforeſaid Ceſſion in 
her Conſideration. My Reaſon is, that all 
Advantage they could propoſe by ſuch a 
Match at preſent, would be to fave A 

pearances, and pleaſe themſelves with the 
vain Satisfaction of having ceded, by way 
of Portion, what we had conquered from 
them. But as that would be only manag- 
ing a little Reputation among the Vulgar, 


we ſhould enjoy the ſolid Benefit; and 


ſhould the Infanta be once married to his 
Majeſty, we might aſpire to the Succeſſion 
of the whole Spaniſb Monarchy, notwith- 
ſtanding any Renunciations ſhe ſhould be 
obliged to make. And this is no very diſ- 
tant Proſpect, ſince there is only the Life 
of her Brother that can exclude her. 


Here is a lively Portraiture of French Politics 


and Faith; you ſee how early they had it in 
view to bubble Mankind with Renunciations: 
And from hence, which we have ſeen France 
put in Practice in our own Days, we may 


naturally conclude ſhe is thoroughly bent 
upon executing the other Part of that Car- 


dinal's 
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dinal's Scheme, in relation to Flanders, when- 
ever an@ Opportunity offers. I 
I have dwelt long on this Part of my Sub- 
ject, and I hope without fatiguing or diſ- 
pleaſing your Lordſhip, who, I ſuppoſe, to 
| have ſtill an Engliſb Heart, and conſequently 
a Soul above ſtooping to either the Frowns or 
Siniles of that hereditary Rival and Enemy. 
But that I may be at more Liberty to proceed 
to a Subject no leſs intereſting at this Time 
of Clamour and Diſcontent, I will conclude 
here with regard to Cardinal Magarine's 


Scheme of an Exchange, by ſhewing from 


the ſame Authority, the Turn which his 
Project gave to the Minds of the Dutch, 

and to the Affairs of Europe. „ 
Tis true the Prince and Princeſs of Orange 
went into the Cardinal's Views, though it is 
thought the Spaniards had found Means 
afterwards to wean the Princeſs from France; 
but whether it was by her means, or out of 
fear of the Conſequence of a general Inſur- 
rection in Holland; or whether the Prince 
had more ſeriouſly reflected on the Danger of 
aggrandizing France: be the Cauſe what it 
will, he ſeemed openly to oppoſe what he 
had certainly conſented to in private. This 
Affair occaſioned, that the Dutch no longer 
looking on Spain with Dread, and growing 
jealous of France, they clapp'd up a ſeparate 
Peace with her at Munſter, in ſpight of al 

the Artafice of the Cardinal, and the Gol 
and 
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and Threats of his Maſter. And thus, for 


once, as it ought always, the Intereſt of the 
Public got the better of ſordid private Inte- 
reſt. Flanders was ſaved, and in all human 
Probability, Holland and England, by the 
Alarm which Magarine's Project of Exchange 
gave the Commonalty of Holland, who had 
been ſpirited up by the Partizans of Liberty, 
and the Houſe of Auſtria. | 
My Lord, tis probable you are thoroughly 
knowing in theſe and all other Tranſactions 
of any Moment in theſe Days; but as all the 
World are not as curious and learned as your 
Lordſhip, nor as hard to be contented, you 
muſt pardon a Digreſſion, ſhould you think 
it one, which many as dutiful Subjects ay 
your Lordſhip may not be diſpleaſed with, 
when their Freedom 1s ſtruck at by France's 
opening the Campaign in Flanders, where we 
have ſo much to dread, and ſhe ſo much to 
hope for, ſhould ſhe be ſucceſsful, thro any 
Miſmanagement, or too great Oeconomy of 
the Confederates. | 9 
It muſt be owing to themſelves, and to 
us more than any, if the Confederates are 
foiled by a People ſupporting themſelves more 
by Glare and Oſtentation, than by Strength, 
ſuperior Diſcipline, or Virtue. The Confe- 
derates have greatly the Advantage of the 
common Enemy, both as to Treaſure, the 


Sinews of War, and Numbers; they have it 


no leſs in the Juſtice of their Cauſe, Courage, 
bodily 


(5) 

bodily Strength, and Vigour of their Men: 
But I confeſs there is one thing in which the 
Enemy may excel us, and by that means 
ſubdue and ruin us. 'Tis our Comfort, 
however, that this unum neceſſarium is at- 
tainable, tho', in my humble Opinion, by 
one Method only. | 
The only thing that can poflibly give the 
French any Advantage over us, is their Union, 
and Diſunion among the Confederates. Of 
the Union of the Enemy there can be no 
Doubt, becauſe they have all the ſame Views, 
and are actuated by the ſame Intereſt ; but 
the Caſe may be quite different with the 
Confederates, though the common Intereſt 
be individually the fame, and that their 
Views ſhould be to pull down a Power that 
would level them all to the Condition of 
Slaves. Yet as the Confederacy will be com- 
poſed of different Nations, and perhaps of 
Chiefs of different Notions, and with diffe- 
rent Views, there is too much Room for ap- 

rehending that Diſcord and Diſunion may 
be nouriſhed amongſt them, unleſs ſome ade- 
quate and timely Remedy be applied. 
There was nothing contributed ſo much to 
the Succeſs of the laſt general War againſt 
France, as the conſtant Union there was 
amongſt the Allies, and the Harmony that 
ſubſiſted between the two principal Com- 
manders, the Duke of Marlborough and 
Prince Eugene, The Duke had gained fo 
EE © great 
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great an Aſcendant over all the Allies, by the 
Coolneſs of his Temper and Goodneſs of his 
Underſtanding, not to mention his Military 
Abilities, that he could eaſily, as he often 
did, reconcile them to each other and to the 
general Cauſe, as often as Jars and Strifes 
were bred amongſt them. King William 
did the fame in the preceding War; but he 
cemented and awed the Allies, not in the 
Manner the Duke of Marlborough did, by 
Temper and Addreſs, though he was defi- 
cient in neither, but in conſequence of his 
exalted Station, and Power of theſe mighty 
Nations he governed. But even theſe Attri- 
butes added to his diſtinguiſhed perſonal Me- 
rit, would never have given him the great 
Aſcendant he had, and created him that De- 

ndance he had among the Confederates, 
he not commanded the combin'd Army 

in Perſon. It was his annual Appearance a- 
mongſt his Allies abroad, that endear'd him 
to them, and particularly to the Army, where, 
above all Places, it is neceſſary to create De- 
p=ndance and Reſpect. By his commanding 
perſonally, he prevented the bad Effects of 
Envy and Reſentment, ſo natural and ſo uſual 
amongſt Officers of equal Rank eſpecially: 
Nay, it ſometimes deſcends from a Superior 
to an Inferior, but frequently aſcends from 
the latter to the firſt. All this, and all Di- 
union, not only in the Camp but the Cabinet, 
was prevented by King William's command- 


ing 
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ing the Confederate Army in Perſon. All 
Diſcord in the Camp, he inſtantly cruſh'd 
and baniſh'd by his Authority ; and the De- 
ference or rather Submiſſion paid him by the 
Army, was tranſplanted by the Soldiery, at 
their Return after the Campaign, to the 
Courts and Cabinets of their reſpective So- 
yereigns. . FELT. T3) 
Your Lordſhip. may eafily perceive, that 
=y Grand Specrfick for remedying the fatal E- 
vils accruing from Diſcord amongſt the pre- 
ſent Confederates againſt France, is his Maje- 
ſty's perſonal Appearance at the Head of the 
Confederate Army. His Royal Preſence will 
not only baniſh all fatal Jealouſy and Diſunion 
from the Camp, but will, as in King William's 
Caſe, be the means of cementing Union a- 
mongſt the allied Powers. There can be no 
doubt, that his Majeſty's commanding in the 
Field would have all the good Effects that 
can be propoſed from Union amongſt Allies 
and Confederates; and I fear, it is not leſs 
dubious, that Diſunion amongſt them, in the 
Field eſpecially, will give the Enemy too 
great Advantage, ſhould the Murmur of his 

Subjects here, determine his Majeſty not to 
leave the Kingdom. 3 | 
Did the Murmur here at Home ariſe, from 
Concern for the Riſk his precious Life would 
run by expoſing himſelf to the Dangers and 
Fatigues of a Campaign, it would be not only 
excuſable but laudable. But, my Lord, _ | 
5 | Pen 
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Pen more officious than dutiful, has taught 
the People to murmur at the Expence incur- 
red by their Prince's ſojourning ſome few 
Months of the Year out of the Kingdom. But 
whatever invidious Colours ſuch poiſon'd 
Pens might give to ſuch Excurſions in Times 
of Peace, Envy itſelf could find no Fault or 
point out the Unpopularity of his Majeſty's 
leaving the Kingdom, in order to cement and 

unite Allies, join'd in one common Intereſt, 
to reduce and chain up the Galkc Lion, whoſe 
Practice it is, t go. about ſeeking whom be 
may devour, =; | 
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